
Dr. Roger S, Mitchell 
Webb BuSding 
Colorado Weal Center 
Denver 20, Colorado 

Dear Rogesa 

Thank you for your kizLd letter of the lst, which doubtless crossed 
my last. As Ipro&sed, Shavebeen taking WEB time to 8ummaxdaewha-t 
ztole GeneW.ca might play in the medical school, As you will see, the 
attached accaurt was tit&en first without special reference to Colorado, 
but I have added 8-e IyJmEu"ks of local appl.Lcatfon too. 

I was parti~ly pleased at Dr. Meiklejohn~s favorable reactfon to 
the idea. As I have tried to emphasize, Medical Geneticra ought to be able 
to stand on it8 cwnmerita whetherornot1 go alongwithitto helpor 
hinder. Indeed, a~ the analysis inditxtes, one might question whether I 
would represent the logi.cElr next appointient, though this may dqend on 
who else would be evailable. I also send a suggestion for a oo-urse. This 
WAS designed for consideration at Uisconein as much as at ColoMo, and 
should not be cons&d&red as a definite proposal, especially in view of Ted 
Puokps eefubl.lshed work in this dfrection. However, I would be very much 
interested to learn how much of this material is already rejx-esented in 
Ted*s cuurse, and what the expetiance has been that tight be hel@l +A 
the medical curr$eul~ committee here. 

If T may cmuent on your memorandum, I would say it lays much too much 
emphasis on my availability and too little on the the-of ned!~cal genetics. 
Actually, this would not be such a mqarkable innovation; at least ha@ a 
dozen, or a dozen schools, already do @ te a b$t along this 15~. What would 
be frnirlyuniquewould be an integrated departrent (oomparable to the one here 
In the College of Agriaulture) that enGompaaeed not only human but microbial 
and other experimental Unes of $enetic work. Ferbaps the encloses would 
help you to put that thsxm into balance. It then becou~s a question whether 
a foxmalpresentatfon of a conex-ete proposalmightnotbe premature at this 
time. If pu have Mefklejohnfs and (I presume, X hope correct&c) Ted's support 
for this-e, you perhaps shuuld discuss the matter more infonrally tith 
"key people' Pram the other departments. It seems +& me that a fomal proposal 
for aot1on by the Faculty would have to wait until the chofoe of staff was 
more firmly settled, f csan assure you, I am devoting a lot of time thinking 
about m;y own possible role at Colorado, or alternatively, who else would do 
at least aa good, or better, job of it should you 'I stil.3. interested in fol- 
lowing up this idea If I withdrw ntyself. 

votlro sincerely, 

Jo&ua Ledesberg 


